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ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT 


This newsletter is written to celebrate of the rebirth of the Suffolk High School building as the 
Suffolk Center for Cultural Arts. 


Suffolk Center for Cultural Arts 

People in Suffolk and Nansemond County have long found ways 
to share and enjoy the arts, particularly music. Prior to the opening 
of the Suffolk Center this summer, the last time a public building 
opened in Suffolk/Nansemond County to be used primarily for the 
performing arts was 1891 when the old Academy of Music 
(a.k.a.City Hall/City Market) opened. 


The architect of the building was George Moser of Norfolk. 
His grandson would later call the style “Southern Gothic”. Perhaps 
it was a combination of styles. The large red brick building with its 
two grand towers was a commanding presence in the 100 block of 
North Main Street. The clock in the larger tower had four faces and 
required weekly maintenance. The writer assumes the bell in the 
tower marked the passing hours. The three story building served a 
multitude of purposes. 





From the Suffolk in Vintage Postcards 


The first floor held market stalls rented by regular meat and produce vendors. Outdoors in back was a long shelter for farmers who 
sold produce on weekends. Still farther back was the fish and oyster shed. 


The second floor was a 824 seat theater/meeting room for many years. Local amateurs performances and traveling professional 
shows were presented here. When other theaters were built later, the seats were removed and it became a ballroom where the German 
Club and other organizations held dances. The third floor was used for courtrooms and town offices. 


This is the lost building we hear lamented most often by people from old Suffolk and Nansemond County. When it was demolished 
in 1962 in the name of progress, opinions were definitely divided. (See related article, this issue.) 






A mural depicting the old Market can be seen 
on the side of Richardson and Nash Clothiers in 
the 100 block of North Main Street near the spot 
where the old building stood. The bell from one 
of the towers is in front of the mural. A little 
booklet about the City Hall/City Market is available 
at the Train Station gift shop. 










Large gatherings were often accommodated here, but it dic 
have its limitations. A report in a May 1922, edition of the Suffolk 
News Herald about a meeting of peanut growers from Virginia 
and North Carolina said that when Rev. W.W. Staley gave the 
opening prayer “the Academy of Music was so packed that 
further admittance was denied to hundreds of other growers.” 





From Suffolk’s City Hall and City Market by SNHS 
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Grays and the Suffolk Light 
atry Blues were in the tine 
iarch but a surprise was in! 
: for them, for the children| 
id even for the horses. 
re sound of music was carried 
he air and a cheer went up 
nen dressed in bottle green 
3rins with black mohair braid 
silver trimmings came into 
It was Suffolk’s Phoenix 
the vear about i895 and 


's 


music might well have been Mitchell were mornings in 1898 


“Indiana State Band March," 
pular air of the day. — 


Identified With City 


ius the only band to be elear- 
lentified with the city of Suf- 
down through the years first: 
> into the eyes of the local 
lace. The Phoenix Band play- 
large part in the life of the 
for over a decade and a half 
two men still live in Suffolk 
first sported that bottle 
n tniform. 
fred D. Bowen and Frea P 
hell were young. spries in 
2 days and still recall with 
2 the activities of the band. 
<ccursions. parades, concerts— 
& were the big entertainment 
ures of a day that lacked mov- 
‘ouses and television. And 3 
1 was a priceless item — a 
that the entire town took 
a and enthusiastically sup- 
‘ed Mitchell walked up io the, 
mercial Hotel (located where 
ntcastle’s Sports Shop now 
ds) one summer night after 
ig his girl home. - 

was dusky and the boys had 
dulled their chairs into Kilby 
2t (West Washington). This 
safe enough as nobody used 
‘ buggies after dark. 

Asked to Join Band 


it of the dusk Elmer Thomas 
“Fred, how’d you like to 
the band?” Now, Elmer was 
usician besides being the en- 
sry on the steam engine and 
© trainer for the fire depart- 
> and the fact that he was or- 
zing a band was not too much 
surprise. But Fred Mitchell 
hever played a musical instru- 
: in his life. 
want you to play hass drum. 
aas said, and it was settled. 
Mitchell] played bass drum 
Alfred Bowen. also a non- 
cian hut one who loved mu- 
‘played tenor trombone. Mit- 
soon changed io the slide 
bone and haritone. 
Ithers Join Organization. 
hers joined up—Buddy Bak- 
ig Lassiter, Harvey Butler, 
Farley and Max Weyhman to 
> a few. Many tried out for 
band hut the roster usually 
1 about 22 musicians. it. A. 
r, Tom Nickleson, W. S. Te- 
a@rry Skinner, Milton Riddick, 
ard Darden and Harry Far- 


8 


sa 
3 
~ 








Two Members of Phoenix Band-- 


Mitchell and Bowen--Still With Us 
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Fuoenix hand, stole the show “Every one in town’ came to 
from Suffolk’s military compan-line concerts acocrding to Mitch- 


ies. ell, some to stand about the band- 


“The streets were full of Con- 
sige stand while the older folks sat 
federates that day,” Fred Mitch- in their pugetes: and listened. It 


ell recalls. ‘“They were led by Col- was the day of the tavern and 
onel Tem Smith and Captalt| pitchers of punch were sent to 
George Parker.” The city 4V€:the thirsty players. Women of 
350 towards the hand’s CRPERE" tie neighborhood also sént pitch- 


es. iers of ice water. 
Two Memorable Events Held Joint Concert 


Two memorable oceéasions to 
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when the band accompanied the! batid held a joint concert with the 
Grays and the Light Infantry) Miller Orchestra of the Suffolk 
Blues to the Norfolk and West jChristian Cnurch. The concerc. 
ern Station to entrain for Cuba| held in the auditorium over the 
and the Spanish-American War.|city market, packed them in and 
One unit left on Saturday andj;Wwas so successful that it was heid 
the other on Sunday. It was mem-jin Edenton. After the Hdenton 
orable to Alfred Bowen. too, asiperformance the concert program 
he left in one of the units. ay ee changed and given again in 
didn’t play that day,” he says. Suffolk to a capacity audience. 


There were several bands in Suffolk around the turn of the century. Perhaps 


On atleast one occasion thel 





to put their 
One local 
mule, caiied hiinself the 
of the Dismal Swamp.” 
; Many excursions were 
each summer and the band y 
great demahd to piay tor 
Claremont on the James 
and Delaware Park in North 
olina were favorite trips o 
time. 
Most of all though, tlie 
‘was there for the parades 
the people liked to see the 
uniforms come stepping dow 
street with Fred Mitchell, ¢ 
;}Bowen and all the rest tec 
» ‘King Cotton.” “High School 
ets,” and the tunes of: 1900 
It wash’t MacNamara’s—i 
‘the Phoenix Band, the best - 
the land, 


lamces through 
kKiiight, *who pr 
uae 


the best know was the Phoenix 


Band. The above article appeared in a special mid century edition of the Suffolk News Herald 





Above: The Phoenix Military Band is shown at 
the Hotel Roanoke c. 1909. The band was named 
for the Phoenix Fire Company. Courtesy Kermit 
Hobbs. 


Right: Even the gymnasium had a band. From 
Pollock’s Sketchbook of Suffolk, Virginia, Its 
People and Its Trade 1886. 


Butler, Treasurer. 


which promises to attain 
more practice. Professor 


THE SUFFOLK GYMNASIUM. 


The object of this organization, as its name implies, is to 
afford pleasant recreation and healthy exercise ‘to its members 
—active and honorary—and their friends. 
E. A. Thomas, President; H. E. Elam, Secretary; J. H. 
A year ago the Gymnasium organized a 
brass band of thirteen instruments from among its members, 


Its officers are: 


considerable proficiency after a little 
J, D. Daughtrey is the instructor of 


the band, and E. A. Thomas its leader. 


THE SUFF 


OLK STRING BAND 


is another musical society from which much’ sweet melody is 


expected in the future. 
under the instruction of 


bow being wielded by Mr. 


It has only very recently been formed 


Prof. J. D. Daughtrey, the leading 
W. J. Wright. 






















































































































The Suffolk Fire Department Band picture was taken c. 1915 in front of the 
still new post office. 
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Mid-winter German Last 
Night ls Social Success 


Many Couples Attend Brilliant Affair At City Audi- 
torium, Music Being Furnished By Don 
Mario And His Orchestra 








The mid-winter German, which 
was given at the city auditorium 
last night, by the Suffoic German 
Club was a brilliant affair. Music 
was furnished by Don Mario and 
is orchestra, and dancing continu- 
ed until an early hour this morn- 
ing. 

Chaperones were; Mrs, BE. M. CG. 
Quimby, Mrs, T. O. Palmer, Mrs. N. 
‘R. Withers, and Mrs. W. H. Darden. 

Those dancing were Mr. and Mrs, 
Reginald Brothers, Mr. and Mrs. F, 
E. Butler, Jr, Mr. and Mrs. Henry 


Crocker, Mr. and. Mrs. Philip Crock-: 


er, Mr. and Mrs. William Crumpler, 
Jr., Dr. and Mrs. J. R. Ellison, Jr., 
Dr. and Mrs F. W. Godwin, Dr, and 
Mrs. Beverly Holladay, Mr. and 


Mrs, B, O. Hili, Mr. and Mrs. George. 


Lane. . 

Mr. and Mrs. J, Will Jordan, Mr. 
and Mrs. M, A. Maxey, Mr. and Mrs. 
R. EB. Murphy, Mr.. and Mrs. Mills 
Riddick, Mr. and Mrs. R. L. Ware, 
Mr, and Mrs. C. M. Flintoff, Mr. 
and Mrs. John Persse, Mr. and Mrs. 
W. T. Myrick, Mr. and Mrs. R. R. 
Woodward, Mr. and Mrs. Lee Mar- 
bury, Mr. and Mrs. Sam Woolford, 
Mr. and Mrs. E. R. Custis, 

Mr. and Mrs. Taylor Darden, Dr. 
and Mrs. Reginald Holand, Mr. and 


Mrs. Jchn Robert Sams Mr. and 


Mrs. Michaux Beane, Mr. and Mrs. 
W. H. Dardsa, dv. Mr. and Mrs. -Ir- 

















Trotman, with John Henry Powell, 
Miss Lucilie Maynard, with Cecil 
Gwaltney, Miss Leiber Rennie; with 
R. W. Edwards, Miss Katherine 
Wing, with Fred Joyner, Miss Rutan 
German with Dr, E. C. Joyner, Miss 
Martha Higgins with Edwin Coul- 


bourne, Mr. and Mrs. EBherwine, 
Miss Margaret Vaden,with George 


Causey, Miss Gillette Everett with 
James Parker, Miss Virginia Camp, 
with James R, Coster, Miss Mar- 
garet Simpson, with Thomas And- 
tews, Miss Ann Hargrave, with P. 
M. Burton, Miss Anna Harrell with 
Frawner Caulk, Miss Jane Gray Ir- 


by, with W. V. Larner Jr., 


Miss Mary McDonald with B. E. 
Parker, Jy., Miss Elizabeth White- 
head, with Harvey J. Pence, Miss 
Marian Umberger, with W. T. Pond, 
Jr, Miss Jane Grey, with Jack 
Hart, Miss Anne Corbitt, with Lewis 
Cohoon, Miss Mary McCoy, with 
Fred Hart, Miss Phoebe Artman, 
with E. E. Jones and U. O. Coul- 


‘bourne, Marshall Andrews. 


T, Wood Campbell, Seth Camp- 
bell, J. C. Hley, E. W. Elmore, R. E. 
Hume, H. R. McArthur, Homer Ray, 
G. G. Hoilinshead, James Causey, 
Morrison Fulgham, C. B. Godwin, 
W. D. Frazier, Fred Cook, John 
Vincent, Paul Pepper, Berry Thomp- 
son, J. C. Holladay, Jr., Tell Jones, 











geon, 

















J. Morrison, Jr., 





win Coulbourne, Mr. and Mrs. Jack 
Nurney, Mr. and Mrs. H. E. Stur- 


Miss Julia Taylor, with Paul Ev- 


erett, Miss Harriet Council with F. 
Miss Margaret man, and W. R. Pearson, 


The Suffolk News Herald, February 6 1937 


James Powers, Robert Philips, Dud- 
ley Roliings, R. L. Thompson, West 
Butler, M. E. Watkins, W. V. Irby, 
dr.. Dupree Breeden, Paul T. Co- 
hoon, Jr. T. O. Palmer, R. T. Art- 






Social Dancing 


The Suffolk Center offers a ballroom for dances and receptions. 
There have been many private dance organizations in Suffolk over 
the years. The German Club and the Cotillion Club and others in 


the white community as well as several in the black community 


This group gathered at the Brinkley home on Cedar Street before leaving for 
a dance. Jack Darden is standing left and Rachel Brinkley (Walton) is seated 
center. Undated 


provided a congenial environment for tripping the light fantastic. 
The German Club used the Academy of Music/City Hall for some 
of its functions. The Cotillion Club still exists but the German 


Club and most of the other similar social organizations are gone. 


We take pleasure in extending a cordial inbitation to 


SUFFOLK ‘BACHELORS 
3. CLUB 


Christmas Dance 


ta attend a dance, sponsored hy 


Suffolk Cotillion Club 
on Hriday, Nofenther 4th, 1932 


9:30 ta 1:20 Hagerton Building 
Music by 

Paradise Chih Orchestra, of Richmond 

This card “iust” be presented at the door Mith one dollar 


Monday, December 28th, 1925 
HOTEL ELLIOTT 








NEW: YEAR DANCE 

Another Hit on your hit parade. 
The Young Business Men’s Club 
presents for your New Year danc- 
ing pleasure, Harlem Harley and 
his Decca Recording Orchestra of 


stage, radio and ballroom. First 
time in Suffolk. Elks Auditorium, 
Wednesday night, Jan. 1, 10 to 2 
Advance tickets now at Dr. Barnes 
$1.25 at door $1.50 inc, tax. 
12-28-31 


Far left: Dance Card Courtesy of T.O. Palmer 
IT 


Left: Courtesy Edith Seiling 


Above: From Negro News and Happenings, The 
Suffolk News Herald, December, 28, 1946 


Home Grown Shows 


For many years the Lions Club held a minstrel show to raise money for their projects. 
Members and townspeople participated in the variety show. 












When this reporter arrived in Suffolk in 1969, the Hospital Ball was quite an event. 
Social dancing was preceded by songs and dances and skits performed by local people. 
Suffolk was small enough then for inside jokes to be understood by most attendees. The 
ball was sponsored by the Louise Obici Memorial Hospital Auxiliary. The first one was 
held in 1953 and the last on was in the 1980’s. 
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Anita Bell Bagley and Billie Crumpler (Annas) 
pose in their Lions Club show costumes in 1949. 





ose 


These pictures above fro the late 1960. Top: 
dancers are Barbara Chapman, Alvis Winslow, Carol Lynne Shotten, Ann Hines (Green), and Betty 
Ellison. Bottom: A spoof of City Council featured Coleman Davis, Henry Simpson, Ravis Carter,Gay 
Birdsong, and Austin Darden.Above right: Myrtle Ann Mountcastle, who has taught dancing in Suffolk 
for 60 years, was often choreographer for the shows. 










ACADEMY OF MUSIC 
SUFFOLK, VA. 





Above: Paul Van Valkenburgh is 
shown performing at an unnamed 
event. 


Wednesday Night, December 12, 1906 
SAS o'clock on 


YE LITTLE OLDE FOLKS’ CONCERT 


A Cantata in two acts 
BENEFIT DAUGHTERS OF THE CONFEDERACY 





Right: Elizabeth Campbell (Van 
Valkenburgh) and her brother, Wood 


FPROGRAM—————— 


Job Harkins, leader. He beateth time and other things___ Master Linwood Lehman 


Granny Lumkins, a good person, but queer withal......_.. Miss Martha Darden 

Campbell, participated in a Fidgety Susan, who fdgets even at ye Sunday meeting. _____Miss Laura Twitty 
“77° = 3 a . Sleepy Cherub, a most mighty trial of our patience. ......____ Master Paul Jones 
Lilliputian wedding in 1912. This Corporal of ye Militia Sojers—-He hath his faults._____ Mr. G. Lloyd Barton, Jr. 
kind of entertainment was often Marjory {Two most proper and decoraus maids, |... Misses Vigiis Shoop and 


presented at the Academy of Music. 
Courtesy Hunter Duggan 


Two Quakers—boy and girl—(the meeting is Nberal) 
Miss Myra Truitt and Master Ernest Folk 
and 
A goodly company of little singers and youngsters (in good standing) who do 
assemble to sing ye music of olde folks. 


Program far right: Courtesy Dr. 
Julian Selig 


SYNOPSIS. 
The first act introduces a Flag Drill, with Misses Ethel Shoop and Phebe Art- 
man as leaders, in which Master James Butler sings ‘* The Bonnie Blue Flag.’* 
Between acts 1 and 2 is a beautiful ‘* Swinging Song,’’ sung by Miss Mary 
Judith Smith and Mr. Aifred Riddick, with four little girls and four boys. 
Act second consists of numerous solus and choruses, and ends with “*‘ Dixie,’? 
in which all the audience is requested to join. 


SOGIAL GRGANIZATIONS. 


— 


THE SUFFOLK PHILHARMONIC ASSOCIATION, 


This organization, not yet a year old, has already attracted 
a good dea] of notice among the music-loving people of this 
section, by reason of the fine individual and collective talent it 
possesses, and the excellent state of cultivation and training 
attained by its members in so brief a period. This latter 
quality is due chiefly to the skill, zeal and perseverance of its 
able founder and conductor, Professor George W. Scott, 
Teacher of Vocal Music at the Suffolk Female Institute, 


himself a vocalist of high merit and well known to Virginian 


audiences. Professor Scott’s ‘‘specialty’’—if the term be 
admissible—consists in organizing and conducting choruses, 

- and it is therefore not to be wondered at that the Philharmonic 
Chorus, which numbers about fifty voices, should have achieved 
marked success under his direction. At the recent Music 
Festival of Virginia and North Carolina, held at Petersburg, 
the Suffolk chorus made its first public appearance away from 
home, and secured the warm approval of the assembled critics. 
The officers of the Association are: James R. Baker, Presi- 
dent; Capt. John H. Wright, Vice-President; Lee Britt, Secre- 
tary; Mulard Pinner, Treasurer, George W. Scott, Conductor 
and Chairman of Committee on Music. 


From Pollock’s Sketchbook 1886 





The Roy Richardson Family (L to R Bobby, Shirley, 
Page, and Roy) on Main Street c.1950. The 
Chadwick and Palace theaters are in the background. 
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Special Thank you to the following for their help 


at the Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society 40th 





Birthday Party. 
Jane Moore Nita Bagnell 
Phyllis Cornell Mary Lawrence Harrell 
Betty Odom Pearl Harrell 
Jane Wommack Hunter Duggan 
Scherry Johnson Sugar Barrow 
Marie Bentley Nancy Dempsey 
Lisa Cross Sally Herbert 
Barbara Carter Sue Draper 
ore Ae § Carol Lynn Shotton 
at FLOUSe Sandra Bunting 
Jeannette Maust Lynn Bunting 
Barbara Chapman Shelbie Paleene 
Mary Jane Naismith Hazel nee 
Haley Rect 
kes ark Alvis Winslow 
Taylor Odom Dick Trimble 





Mary Finn Holland Eure 
Mrs. Walter F. Story 
Marcie Reynolds Thomason 


By Judge and Mrs. Everett Bagnell 


Memorials 
In Memory of 












Congratulations 
The Suffolk Presbyterian Church, which built its first 
two houses of worship on Bank Street, is celebrating 
130 years this fall. They now worship in a building on 
the corner of N. Broad and W. Constance Rd.. 














Wo Lre the Piorer for 
Loeir Fassing 


Miss Marie Remembers Bank Street 


A Slice of life in Suffolk in the 1890’s and early 1900’s 
from an audiotape by Miss Marie Woodward made in 1967 for 
the Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society. More than 70 pic- 
tures on 38 pages. 

Available at the Train Station for $10.00 plus tax or by 
mail $13.00 per copy upon receipt of your check to SNHS. 


Including the following families, businesses and institutions and more: 


Rawles/Rawls Holland Portlock Langston 

Shoop Lehman Eley Cross 

Lipman Darden Phillips Gurley 

Mitchell Copeland Dawson Chase 

Jones Holladay McKay Clark 

Truitt Briggs Harrell Nansemond Seminary 
Norfleet Wyatt Gatling Aqudath Achim 
Snyder Mundy Lilliston Presbyterian Church 


Thanks to Hubert H. and Christine B. Young and Nansemond Wharf—Old Towne Properties, 
LLC, who sponsored this printing for the Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society. 


Movie Theaters 


According to a mid century 
edition of The Suffolk News 
Herald, the first movies were 
shown in Suffolk around 1905. 
——o Se x The first (silent) films were shown 
COFFE} ' 4 : . € in a building on West Washington 

: : : : Street and required a piano player 
to provide mood music since 
there was no sound. Another 
theater opened in the Law 
Building, which still stands on the 
southwest corner of Saratoga and 
West Washington Streets. That 
theater, called The Comedy, 
yielded to another one called The 
American on Main Street. 


Then the Academy of Music, 
(a.k.a. The City Hall/City Market) 
which featured road stock shows 
and vaudeville, began showing 
films. The Virginian offered 
performances until 1917. The 
Fotosho opened c. 1920 and 
eventually became the Cavalier. 
The beautiful Chadwick Theater 
opened in the 100 block of North 
Main Street in 1925 and operated 
into the 1970’s. 


In the 1950’s the Carver 
operated on East Washington 
only for the black community. 
The Cavalier on Main Street 
Left: The Chadwick Theater (with the Elliott Hotel nearby) showed mostly westerns. Palace 


Right: Carver Theater - Courtesy Portsmouth Public Library Theater was open in 1946 and 

showed first run movies; there 
was a bowling alley in the basement. The Virginian Pilot occupies the old theater spot and we assume the bowling alley is still in the 
basement. 





Top left:Palace Theater 


Top right: The Plantation Drive-In operated on Rte. 460 about four 
miles out of town in the middle years of the twentieth century. 


The Chadwick out-lasted all the other downtown theaters, showing films into the 1970’s. It was to be used for live performances but 
it was destroyed by fire in the 1980’s. It is part of the 1925 Jones Building that is currently being renovated as apartments and shops. 


‘ 


At last report, the new Suffolk Center plans to present movies. 
BITS Sf if We can’t talk about theaters in Suffolk without mentioning Roy Richardson who managed 


theaters here for decades. 
HE PLANTATION 


Academy of Music 
DRIVE-IN THEATRE 


Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, September 26 - 27 - 28 
WINDSOR RD. — ROUTE No, 460 — SUFFOLK, VA. 


TWICE-DAILY——3:15 and 8:15 P. M. 
Admission $1.00 2 Carload (Plus Tax) 


ALL SEATS RESERVED 
POPULAR PRICES Matis soc vec and $1.00 

2 SHOWS NIGHTLY — RAIN or MOON — 7:30 - 9:30 ( 
Telephone — 2015 or 5936 


D. W. Griffith’s —REALLY TWO THEATRES IN ONE— 


os INS se Separate Facilities For White and Colored Patrons! 








































“An American 


Film epic.” : SS IE ~ 
— SUNDAY, AUG. 20th 


- pRIZE OF MAD ADVENTUpr, 






Maria MONTEL 
Sou HALL 


With an Orchestral Accompaniment of the Original 


Truthful---Thrilling--- 
Tremendous 


THE GREAT AMERICAN STORY,,TOLD IN THE MOST SPECTACULAR FORM 
OF ENTERTAINMENT EVER SHOWN IN THE THEATRE 


“Nothing has ever equaled its cumulative power to make the masses get us on 
their toes und root,”—N. Y. Sun. May 3, 1921, 
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This photo op (girls in peanuts) from the 1941 Peanut 
Festival was staged inform of the City Hall/City Market. 
The Cavalier can be seen nearby and the tower of 
Suffolk Christian Church is down the street.. Suffolk Herald, September 23, 1921 
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SPORT REEL - CARTOON - and NEWS 


SUFFOLK 


Thomas, Richard Woodward 
Disagree on Abolishing Market 








Differing 
Opinions 


Around 1950 Richard Woodward was elected to City 
Council. When he was campaigning he spoke in favor of keeping 
the market space in the old City Hall/City Market. He changed 
his mind after the election. He came up with a plan to eliminate 
open air markets behind the City Hall/City Market as well as the 
interior market space. He said the outdoor space was needed for 
parking space and that the money from the meters would be a 
real plus. As well, he wanted to consolidate the City offices that 





were scattered around 
town, putting them all 
in this one building. 


Lt RO mass 
Woodward, local 
attorney and brother 
of Richard, argued at 
City Council that the 
market was needed 
and profitable to the 
City. The letter to the 
editor shown here 
(name of publication 
and date unknown) is 
believed to have been 
written by Thomas 
Woodward. 


We don’t know 
the outcome of the 
argument at that point 


but Richard wooden: io ces as mayor of Suffolk 1951- 
1955, was no longer on City Council when the accommodating 


old building was demolished in 1962. 


Top right: Richard Woodward 1888-1975 
Top left:Thomas Woodward 1896-1973 


Above: City Sergeant Wallace Walton stands on balcony of the City Hall/ 
City Market in this c. 1940 picture, giving some idea of the scale of the 
building. The Elliott Hotel can be seen at the top left corner of the picture. 
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Letier In Biblical Style 


(Becanse of the unique manner of presentation, the fol- 
lowing ietter to the editor has been accorded space and treat- 
ment greater than that usually given to such fletters. The fetter 
refers, of course, to the matter of remodeling or doing away 
with the City Market which has been very freely discussed by. 
City Coanal. The editor’s view on the matter of Councilman 
R. L. Woodward changing his opinion on the City Market con- 
troversy is contained in the note appended to the letter of 
"Codsiance."’) 


Benold there was a certain siilall city, fairer than most, 
and it ‘s people waxed with priae™ hd pointed to this 
and to that, with much fair speech about its Marner 
piace. And to the market place came the sower and 
tne reaper, the fisherman and the keeper of herd and 
flock to sel] the yield of their toil. 


And behold the multitude met there and rejoiced one 
with the other and filled their baskets according to 
their want, beholden to no one. 


but some repaired not there, being filled with envy 
of such good state, and set about how and in what man- 
ne. they would destroy it. 


Now in that city was a Board of Governors, sometimes 
called Council, and contention beset them such that 
enemies of the market place obtained aid therefrom 
to accomplish its destruction. 


And the place of the fishermen was destroyed. 


Then again came they and said, “We have no place 
wherewith to store all our oxen, and no offices for 
those who work for the City for a price, and must 
needs have use of the market place therefor.” 


And the multitude was sore, afraid, and murmured. 


Then arose one of the natives and with much speaking 
contended with the Board of Governors that the mar- 
ket place should not be destroyed. 


And it came to pass that for his contention and loud 
voice in public matters the native was elected to the 
Board of Governors. 


.And the pecple rejoiced. 


. And it came to pass that when the native was securely 
seated he vaunted greater than the others for destrue— 
tion of the market place, and would take all the area 
an¢ greater besides to stall oxen and burden the people 
of the fair City with much tax for many years to pay 
therefor and for fine offices for those who work for 
the city for a price. 


. And the people took counsel whether they should have 
to take such manters before the Judges. 
Signed: 
CONSTANCE. 


Editor’s Note: 
Give instruction to a wise 
man, and he will be yet 
wiser: Teach a righteous 
man and he will increase 
in learning. 
Proverbs 9:9. 





According to an oral history recorded in the 1960’s 
by Richard L. Woodward for SNHS, just after the 
Academy of Music was built, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
and Suffolk Christian Church were building new houses 
of worship. Both groups used the theater at the Academy 
of Music for church services for a while. 


Thanks to our 2006 


Corporate Members 


Thank You 


A special thanks to Billy Hannah of 


Multi Print for printing our party invitations. 


Gifts to SNHS 
General Fund 


PATRON Bill Haynie 
Farmers Bank MailBag John Woodward 
O’Connor & Co., Inc. Shirley Hollingsworth 
FRIEND Dorothy Perritt Ward Don Flayhart 
Birdsong Peanuts, A Div. of 1624 Pointer Ct. Dr. Leroy Howell 
Birdsong Corporation Baton Rouge, LA 70808 Dr. & Mrs. Leroy Baum 
CONTRIBUTING OES GEA OUUEES Broad Bay Book Club 
The Blair Bros., Inc. Looking for information on John, Class of 1953 Suffolk High 


Lewis, Nicholas Perritt 1623 to 1770 in 
Nansemond — Spelling variations: Parratt, 
Parrott, Perrott, etc. 


J. Walter Hosier & Son, Inc. 
Nansemond Tractor, Inc. 
Suffolk Iron Works, Inc. 


DAWSON HOUSE NEWS 
ys é aS :s oi es 


Senior Citizens of Cypress Chapel 
Christian Church 








On loan to the Dawson House a baby grand piano. For most 
of the last thirty years it belonged to Katherine Pond Beneke 
(1943-2004) of Suffolk, a former student of Madame 
Dawson, whose family has made it available for our use. 


Gifts to the House 


Mrs. William Davis 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert R. Harrell 
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Phone 757-923-4750 © Email: trainstation@exis.net 
Book signing 


Sunday December 3, 2-4 p.m. Quilts of Virginia: 1607-1899 | ' Ys ag ta / 
by the Virginia Consortium of Quilters. This beautiful soft cover a Ve. Cae az 


book includes a 19th century quilt and dress from Suffolk/  jyore than 1000 people visited the station on September 23 and 24 for the 
Nansemond County. The books are available at the station. Thomas and Friends Play Day! 


Mark your calendar 


Santa comes to the Station December 1. Come and do your Christmas shopping at the station. 
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More than 1000 people visited the station on September 23 and 24 for the 
Thomas and Friends Play Day! 
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NOTE: Art, particularly portraiture, needs § 
another issue all its own. The Suffolk Center for | 
Cultural Arts has gallery space and art studios. | 
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30th Annual 
Candlelight Tour 
December 2 & 3 
3-7:00 p.m. 
Come Downtown for the 
Sights & Sounds of . i el 
Christmas Orchestra at Suffolk High School in 1927 
Seated (L to R) Hubert Powell(?), Samuel Powell (?) 
er Tour of Trees Kneeling—John Powell 
Church Tours ; 
dee Vintage Linen Sale Standing Center (L to R) Mrs. Nina Oliver Chalkley, leader, and Dorothy Milteer 
nee Sugar Plum Kitchen | Standing rear (L to R) Miriam Watkins, W.T. Pond , William Eley, Joel Edward Harrell, Edward 
Decorations Everett, Taylor Palmer(?) 
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